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led some to question the representa-
tive nature and national character of 
their very own teams.

Conclusion: Identity 
at the Crossroads

Social and cultural borders can sit on 
top of and across geographic, politi-
cal, and economic borders. In any 
given day, we navigate multiple iden-
tities as students, teachers, sons, 
daughters, workers, and players, but 
we still find ourselves sharing many 
commonalities. The world has been 
drawn closer together in terms of 
political and economic cooperation 
as similar interests develop. Cultural 
integration has created new ground 
for people to work together. In 
response to concern over the spread of a common world culture, however, many 
people across the globe are revisiting their traditional and historical identities. 
A fear of integration and a perceived need to protect identity raise the potential 
for conflict. As we will see in the next chapter, the challenges that face individu-
als across social and cultural borders emerge from these tensions.

How Do You Play?

Do you play any team sports?

a.	 basketball

b.	 baseball

c.	 soccer

d.	 football

e.	 cricket

Do you watch any sports on television?

a.	 basketball

b.	 baseball

c.	 football

d.	 soccer

e.	 cricket

f.	 tennis

g.	 golf

Have you ever been to an international sports event?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

How Do You
Connect?

KEYConcepts

anthropology
assimilation
bourgeoisie
caste system
communism
cultural diffusion
cultural imperialism
cultural relativism
culture
culture shock

deterritorialization
enculturation
ethnography
glocalization
homogenization
hybridization
proletariat
psychology
sociology


